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The rise of urban food policy 

• Cities are on the front line of the sustainable 

development challenge 

• But urban sustainability agendas tend to forget 

about food 

• Hard to believe... but the European Green 

Capital process makes no reference to food 

• Bristol is the first EGC winner to feature food  

• What are other cities doing?  



Toronto  
• Toronto Food Policy Council 

has embedded its urban food 

policy into virtually every 

portfolio in the city  

•The Toronto Environment 

Office report – Change is in 

the Air - aims to reduce the 

city’s total carbon footprint by 

30% by 2020 

•But the strategy is more than 

a carbonist strategy because it 

also aims to promote local 

food production, community 

gardens and local food 

procurement 



Vancouver 
•Vancouver aims to be the 

greenest city in the world by 

2020 

•In its original plan – A Bright 

Green Future - it simply 

aspired to reduce the carbon 

footprint of its food system by 

33% by 2020 

•But after discussions with 

the Food Policy Council it 

decided that food was too 

multidimensional to be 

reduced to a single metric, so 

low carbon is now part of a 

wider policy mix 



Malmo 



Eating SMART in Malmo 



Malmo: leading by example 



Bristol: positive food planning  



Food System Thinking in Bristol 



Soil Association 

& Partners  

• An alliance of civil 

society groups and 

municipalities 

• The FFLP is the gold 

standard in school food 

reform 

• But it is under pressure 

from the age of austerity 

and the outsourcing of 

public services  



The Bristol Food Challenge 

• Bristol is a pioneer of urban food policy, but it 

has a long way to go by international standards 

• Food Policy Council has begun to change the way 

food is viewed and valued, but the city’s planners 

have never bought into the vision 

• Like Malmo, Bristol should put its own house in 

order first – by deploying the power of purchase 

to secure a public food system that is good for 

people and planet alike 


